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The ideal companion machine—the computer would not only look, feel, and sound friendly
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but would also behave in a pleasant manner. Its informal conversational style makes interaction
comfortable, and yet the machine would remain slightly unpredictable ( A~1] %117 ) and therefore
very interesting. In its first encounter it might be somewhat hesitant, but as it came to know the user it
would progress to a more relaxed and intimate style. The machine would not be a passive participant
but would add its own suggestions, information, and opinions; it would sometimes take the initiative
in developing or changing the topic and would have a personality of its own.

Friendships are not made in a day, and the computer would be more acceptable as a friend if it
imitated the gradual changes that occur when one person is getting to know another.At an appropriate
time it might also express the kind of affection that stimulates attachment and intimacy. The whole
process would be in a subtle way to avoid giving an impression of over—familiarity that would be
likely to produce irritation (Xi#%% ) . After experiencing a wealth of powerful, well-timed friendship
indicators, the user would be very likely to accept the computer as far more than a machine and might
well come to regard it as a friend.

An artificial relationship of this type would provide many of the benefits that people obtain from
interpersonal friendships. The computer would participate in interesting conversations that could
continue from previous discussions. It would have a familiarity with the user's life as revealed in
earlier contact, and it would be understanding and good—humored.The computer's own personality
would be lively and impressive, and it would develop in response to that of the user. With features
such as these, the computer might indeed become a very attractive social partner.

101.Which feature belongs to the computer as an ideal companion machine?

A.Cheap in price. B.Enjoyable in performance.

C. Subtle in personality. D.Unpredictable in behaviour.

102.What would the computer do according to Paragraph 1?

A.Passively receive information. B.Become intimate right away.

C.Have its own personality. D.Know everything about the user.

103.What does the author imply by saying “Friendships are not made in a day” ?(Line 1,Para.2)

A. The computer can become a friend of humans soon.

B.The computer will never be a friend of humans.

C. It takes time for the computer to be accepted as a friend.

D. It is possible that the computer becomes a friend of humans.

104.The computer would develop friendships with humans in a(n) _ way.

A.quick B.unpredictable

FHE R FTALABRAD BRAA \ 15\
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C.subtle D.easy

105. Throughout the passage, the authoris  in his attitude toward the computer.
A favourable B.critical

C.vague D.hesitant

(=)

We didn't worry much about keeping fit 100 years ago. A sizeable percentage of the world's
population was reaping and sowing, herding and mowing its way through life on preindustrial farms.
In coastal cities, strong—shouldered stevedores ( 43k #iz 1. ) were loading and unloading ships
dawn to dusk without a container in sight. Builders and railroad workers drove nails or sawed wood
using muscles, not power tools. And for those doing the washing,cooking and scrubbing at home, life
wasn't so dainty ( SCHERY ) either.In that bygone,sweat—drenched era,staying in shape just wasn't an
issue. Working out? Never heard of it.

Literally, the old energy—balance equation—calories in should equal calories out—seriously out
of order, as the rising rates of obesity ( AEJHAE ) in the developed world prove.For most of the past
decade, health professionals and the popular press have focused on the intake side of the equation.
We're eating too much fat, too many carbs ( EKAEYRIEY) ) |, too much altogether. But the
problem is just as grave on the output side. We are not burning enough calories or moving our bodies
enough to maintain good health. “We have two epidemics in America. One is obesity, the other is
physical inactivity,” remarks Dr. Tim Church.

How does exercise help us? To begin with, it works wonders for the heart: reducing the risk
of heart disease and restoring function after a heart attack. In addition. It can help moderate blood
pressure in people with hypertension, significantly relieve depression and anxiety, and maintain
cognitive function in old age. Studies show that physical activity may also assist in preventing certain
cancers. The World Health Organization estimates that physical inactivity is responsible for 1.9
million deaths every year. In the U.S., a third of adults are obese, and a quarter of them admit that
they spend virtually no leisure time on exercise. A recent study by the University of Hong Kong found
that lack of physical activity was linked to one in five deaths in the city. Another study found working
hours and lack of exercise and left citizens of Hong Kong in their 20s and 30s with the breathing
capacities of men and women years older.

106. Why didn't people worry about keeping fit 100 years ago?

A. They could use power tools in their daily work.
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B. They led a leisurely life and had no pressure of work.

C. They did enough physical labor in their work and life.

D. They could not get enough food to make themselves obese.

107. What does the phrase “Working out” mean according to the passage? (Last Line. Para.l)
A. Developing in a successful way. B. Keeping fit by physical exercise.

C. Calculating something precisely. D. Understanding somebody's character.
108. What kind of issue have health professionals focused on in the past decade?

A. They have always reminded us to keep fit in our daily life.

B. They have only paid attention to how much people take in.

C. They have misunderstood the old energy—balance equation.

D. They have emphasized the importance of consuming calories.

109. According to the WHO, what is to blame for 1.9 million deaths every year?

A. That people seldom exercise.

B. That people eat too much food.

C. That people smoke too much.

D. That people have different kinds of cancers.

110.What is the main idea of the passage?

A. To keep fit, people should do enough physical labor every day.

B. To keep fit, people should take in plenty of nutritious food.

C.To keep fit, people should stick to the energy—balance equation.

D.To keep fit, people should lead a 100—year—ago lifestyle.

(=)

The use of ink in China has been documented by ancient historians since the period before the
Qin Dynasty when ink pills made from lacquer (¥ ) and pine soot (AN ) emerged. They then
evolved into ink sticks that came into widespread use in calligraphy and painting.Yet, proper use of
those ink sticks required grinding on an instrument ( L ) , a practice that has been carried on for
thousands of years,until Xie Songdai from the Qing Dynasty arrived on the scene.

Xie felt the inconvenience of grinding ink while taking the imperial examinations ( F} 2%
&) , so he began exploring ways to produce ready—to—use ink liquid. After numerous trials and
errors in Beijing,he finally developed ink liquid in 1865, which could rival traditional ink sticks for

effectiveness. This invention changed the age—old practice of grinding ink sticks before writing. Xie
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then promoted it at imperial examination venues, where it was warmly received by the test takers.
This success led him to establish Yidege. Since then, the ink liquid has stood the test of time and
become an indispensable part of the desks of traditional Chinese calligraphers and painters.

Wei Guangyao has worked his way up to be the fourth generation of Yidege inheritors after
he joined the time—honored brand more than two decades ago.” We have consistently adhered to
traditional methods and strict quality standards, which means that many steps cannot be replaced by
machines to this day,” says Wei. Tasks such as ingredient mixing, glue and ink paste preparation
must be taught by master craftsmen through hands—on instructions. The quality of the soot
directly affects the quality of the ink. However, in modern times, due to considerations of cost and
environmental impact, most ink manufacturers have replaced natural carbon black with industrial
carbon black, which still produces consistent results. Nowadays, Yidege has been committed to both
preserving tradition and driving innovation, enhancing the product lines and focusing on developing
student stationery products.

111.What characterized the form of Chinese ink documented before the Qin Dynasty?

A. Tt was primarily used for imperial examinations.

B. It required industrial carbon black for production.

C. It existed as solid pills made from lacquer and pine soot.

D. It evolved directly into machine—manufactured ink liquid.

112. Why did Xie Songdai develop ink liquid?

A. To replace the ineffective ink sticks used in imperial examinations.

B. To address the inconvenience of grinding ink during examinations.

C. To protect the traditional ink stones that have become extremely rare.

D. To create cheaper alternatives for student stationery.

113. What was the significance of Xie Songdai's 1865 invention?

A. Tt led to the collapse of the traditional calligraphy tools market.

B. It was immediately adopted by all Qing Dynasty painters.

C. It partially replaced ink sticks after centuries of grinding practice.

D. It received government endorsement for imperial examinations.

114. How does Yidge maintain traditional production standards?

A. By exclusively using industrial carbon black since 1865.

B.Through automated manufacturing of ink paste preparation.

C. Relying on machine replacement for quality—control step8.
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D Requiring hands—on training from masters for key processes.

115. What distinguishes Yidege from most modern ink manufacturers?

A. Tts exclusive focus on professional artists' materials.

B.The complete replacement of natural materials with industrial alternatives.

C. Maintaining traditional methods despite economic and environmental pressures.

D. Abandoning natural carbon black for superior results.

(m)

Economists work on the assumption that people act rationally. If only life were that simple.
Investors certainly don't always act as they should. Among other unwise acts, they trade too much,
do not diversify their portfolios ($92H4 ) enough and are reluctant to discard underperforming
stocks. They may have been born to behave that way. A recent study into investment behavior by
Stephan Siegel of Arizona State University's WP Carey School of Business,and Henrik Cronqvist
of Claremont McKenna College, illuminates the role that genes play in determining investment
decisions.

The authors examine the investment behavior of 15,208 pairs of Swedish twins, using data from
the country's twin registry and its tax authority, which until 2007 kept comprehensive records on
every financial transaction. Controlling for various factors, they find that identical twins, who share
all their genes, were more similar in their investing behavior than fraternal twins ( BOPXBERE)
who share about half their genes.

The authors calculate that genetic factors account for between a quarter and half of the
variations in irrational investment behavior between individuals. These factors are at work across
more dimensions than just investing. Twins who showed a bias towards buying familiar shares rather
than unknown ones, for example,also showed a preference for living closer to their place of birth
and for marrying a spouse from the same region. Investors with large portfolios were particularly
susceptible ( 55 .. S ) to genetic influences.

If genes explain up to a half of the variations in investment behavior,what governs the rest? The
authors also calculated the impact of shared environmental influences on the twins as well as the
effect of experiences unique to one half of a twin pair. Common childhood experiences like schooling
were found to have almost no influence on investment behavior.But individual experiences explain
half of the variations between twin pairs—as much as, and often more than, genes.

The study has its limitations. It looks at data from only one country during a limited period of
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time, for example. But it suggests that attempts to persuade people to invest rationally have some big
inborn (A ) biases to overcome.
116. How do economists think about investors?
A. They do lots of stupid things.
B. They trade as much as they can.
C.They are reluctant to change.
D. They always make the right decisions.
117. How did the authors do the research?
A.They looked at the data from Switzerland.
B. They checked all the behaviors of the twins.
C. They examined the investment behavior of twins.
D. They investigated less than 2.000 pairs of twins.
118. What role do the genetic factors play in irrational investment?
A.They account for 50% of the variations at most.
B.They barely have any influence on twins.
C. They make twins buy similar shares.
D. They affect investing in different ways.
119.What can explain the variations in investment behavior except genes?
A .Environmental influences. B.Schooling experiences.
C. Childhood memories. D.Individual experiences.
120.What does the author of this article think of the study?
A. Tts limitations can be overlooked.
B.The results of it are quite convincing.
C.Tells us biases influence investing.

D.The data it uses cannot be trusted.
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